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Education

nowledge is an ocean — we cannot reach the depths
I<(;f, nor cross the breadths of. Man since evolution,

as been learning through Experience. Man has been
using knowledge to improve the quality of life and to have every
material comfort imaginable. Man secks more knowledge, to
control the environment and the universe. Knowledge is the
single most powerful, hereditary phenomenon that influences
human behaviour and thinking patterns. Knowledge is the very
basis of Education. Every generation teaches the next generation
how to live.

Learning and teaching are the two principles of education. In Iyasa’
Mabhabharata, Subbadralistened, ‘how to enter the Chakravyuha’. However,
she was sleeping for the rest. .Abhimanyu who was awake in the womb
of Subhadra, gained the knowledge of entering the Chakravyuha, but
not how to escape. He was killed in the war, later.

This example elucidates that learning and education begins in the
womb; known as ‘Garbha-Sanskar’. The environment around a seed
plays a big role in its destiny — imbibing good values in the foetus is of
paramount importance.

Post birth the mother takes the responsibility of imbibing values
with which the child live, for the rest of the life. Even during the
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nonsensical gaggle between the mother and the baby, the baby is
learning, blooming, being educated. The powerful bond between the
two due to the mother’s feeds, is good for the mental growth of the
baby. Further, it increases the resistivity of the baby.

When a calf is born, it is given the 1st thick milk of the cow within
twelve hours to get resistance power against diseases.

While growing, the children need their parents around them,
to guide, protect, teach, help, nurture and love, however the times have
changed and it will be hard to find parents who give time for their
children.

During the growth period, children need their relatives with
them. They get love from grandmother, grandfather, uncle, aunty,
siblings. The child is being educated through playing, talking with
him. But now-a-days, joint families are no more in cities. The
children don’t get the love of granny-grandpa, uncles and aunties.
Even parents don’t have time for the children, as they are working.
Therefore a child is kept in a créche, since the age of six months
or a year. After spending 2'/, years in a créche, the child goes
to a nursery. After climbing steps like play group, Junior K.G.
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Senior K.G., enters school at the age of five or six. The heavy
school bag is put on the back from K.G., as a part of the system.
The childs physical, mental growth should be natural, but is
artificial and unnatural. Do we get the desired effect? When we
were children, we didn’t know about the school till the age
of five. We went to a temple as nursery (Balwadi). There used
to be a teacher, teaching us songs. We ate Tiffins and came home.
It was really a pleasure. We used to drink water from the tank of
the school from 1st to S.S.C. and even in the college. We never took
water bottles to the school. Today the children have to bear the
burden of water bottles right from nursery. So when we think
of the changing situation and educational atmosphere, we have
to think, ‘have we done development in the field of education
or not?’

One thing is clear that in last few decades, there is increase in the
literacy level. According to the 2001 census the literacy level
nationwide was 064.84%. It has become 74.04% in 2011 census.
It has increased by 10% in ten years. It has increased in all the
states. There is an increase in female literacy also. There is total
increase in primary, secondary and higher education. But is this
real development in education?

1st 10 states according to literacy rate

No. | State Literacy Rate
2001 2011
1 Kerala 92.2 93.9
2 Mizoram 88.8 91.6
3 Tripura 73.2 87.8
4 Goa 87.4 87.4
5 Himachal Pradesh 76.5 83.8
6 Nagaland 76.9 82.9
7 Sikkim 68.8 82.2
8 Tamil Nadu 73.4 80.3
9 Maharashtra 66.6 80.1
10 | Punjab 69.6 79.9
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10 States which are lagging back in Literacy

Education

10 States having the least literate women

No.| State Literacy Rate

2001 2011
1 Assam (Asaam) 63.25 73.2
2 Chhattisgarh 64.66 71.7
3 Madhya Pradesh 60.53 70.6
4 Uttar Pradesh 56.27 69.7
5 Jammu-Kashmir 55.52 68.7
6 Andhra Pradesh 60.47 67.7
7 Jharkhand 53.56 67.6
8 Rajasthan 60.41 67.1
9 Arunachal Pradesh 54.34 67.0
10 | Bihar 47.0 63.8

10 states have most literate women

No. | State Literacy rate of women
2011
1 Mizoram 89.4
2 Kerala 88.2
3 Tripura 83.1
4 Goa 81.8
5 Himachal Pradesh 76.6
6 Nagaland 76.6
7 Sikkim 76.4
8 Maharashtra 75.5
9 Tamil Nadu 73.9
10 | Punjab 71.3

No. | State Literacy rate in % (2011)
1 Assam 67.3
2 Chbhattisgarh 60.6
3 Madhya Pradesh 60.0
4 Andhra Pradesh 59.7
5 Arunachal Pradesh 59.6
6 Uttar Pradesh 59.3
7 Jammu Kashmir 58.0
8 Jharkhand 56.2
9 Bihar 53.3
10 | Rajasthan 52.7

Education Condition of Maharashtra

Number of primary schools nearly 75,000

Number of secondary schools — nearly 21,000

Higher secondary schools / colleges — neatly 7000
Number of S.8.C. students — nearly 17 lakhs
Number of H.S.C. students — nearly 14 lakhs

Higher Education

Number of universities in Maharashtra — 44

Number of colleges (all branches) 4631

Number of college students - nearly 20 lakhs

In our childhood, if we behaved wrongly or gave wrong answers, the

teachers used to punish us. They used to tell us to kneel down, beat
us with a wooden scale, giving the lessons not to misbehave and study

propetly. The students were afraid of the punishments. Now-a-days,
it is said that teachers should not beat the students or punish them

harshly. It is correct to some extent.
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It was said in the olden days that we get the education only by beating
‘Chhadi lage chham chham, Vidya yei gham gham. Today the situation is
changed.

The society has come to know the importance of education. Many
facilities are available, so there should be change in the style of
education. But today, a teacher doesn’t dare to punish, for the mistakes
due to the anger of the parents and probable actions against him. If
the teachers, students and parents don’t trust each other, how will the
students acquire good values? Who will stop the student from going
on a wrong path? We should consider these facts while thinking of
punishing a student or not.

Long ago, the children were sent to the teachet’s home to study. Rich
or poor, they all stayed there. According to the tradition, they wore
the same type clothes; worked together, milking the cows, keeping the
premises clean, collecting wood from the forest, fetching water from
the river, cooking etc. There was no discrimination. After the work was
over, the teacher (guru) taught them different types of arts; gave them
knowledge in the shade of trees. The stress was on morality. But today,
on opening the books, we find nothing about morals and morality.
In the olden days, the teachers taught them from their hearts, to the
students’ hearts. Today this tradition is no more seen.

In the Gurukuls, the students used to be self-dependent and expert
in different branches of knowledge. Gurukul was a type of residential
school. The reflection of society was seen in the Gurukul. ‘How people
live? What is poverty and the problems of the poor? The Prince, Son
of the Prime Minister and Son of the army chief were exposed to these
questions.” On taking over the administration, they tried to solve the
problems. What picture is seen today?

Today, the children of ministers, M.P.s and M.L.A.s study in foreign
countries to get degrees. But they are not bothered about the soil they
belong. They are not interested in the life and problems of the poor.
They become leaders like their parents. But they ate not attached to
the country. As a result, their decisions are not accepted by the people.
People are not satisfied. These leaders don’t get the support of the
people. The wave-lengths are not matching. As a result both — the
leaders and the common people suffer.

Today there are discriminations in education. There are different fees
for different schools. The children of rich, affording the best school
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get better input. Today fad of going to English medium schools
has increased a lot. The fees of the English schools having the best
facilities are very high. It is quite difficult to get admission there. The
children of poor people go either to government schools or schools
run by religious institutions. They lack— facilities. Because of this
difference, there is discrimination between the rich and the poor. Poor
are regarded as ‘sub-standard’. This discrimination between the rich
and the poor has an impact on the overall development of the society.
It is really very essential to change this picture.

Another aspect is being self-dependent. In today’s education system,
children go to school, Colleges to become graduates. A student with a
higher degree boasts that he cannot prepare tea. Is this the thing to be
proud of? If you have to depend on others for smaller things, what is
the use of such degrees? It is very unfortunate that doing heavy physical
work is regarded as non-prestigious. A farmer toiling in a field is in-fact
a person who produces food-grains for us. But he has no status in the
society. A worker in a factory also does not have any status. Every one
participating in the production of goods; by hard physical work should
also have respectable status. The work may be of any kind, we should
respect it. It is necessary for good social health. Education destroying
this discrimination, may lead the society on the path of development.

In the principles of management science, one important thing is always
told that a human being is more important than a machine. To educate
a person means to make him literate and responsible. He should know
the responsibility of the work given to him. If a person has learnt
driving, and knows his responsibility as a driver, and if he can repair
an old car propetly, drives it neatly, it is advantageous to others, than
a person who is careless about his responsibility and may commit
an accident, of a costly car like Mercedes-Benz, within first 2 kms.
Education should make a person responsible. The aim of education is
not to make a machine of a man but to make a human being out of a
student. Before educating a person we should decide whether a person
is capable of a certain type of education or not.

You may ask, “Why I am telling you the things in the past.” We can’t
say that the mythological stories are true, but there is philosophy
encrypted, in the myths.

The myth of _Amrut Manthan (churning of ocean of milk) states,
14 different jewels came out. Lord Brahma told the Gods and Demons,
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For a fair selection everybody has to take the same exam,
please climb this rope.

“Let the jewels go, wherever they want. If you try to stop them and
try to become their owner, then you won’t get any advantage but you
will have to face the consequences of it.” It means behaving as per
the devine wish, is advantageous to all. Recently, there was a famous
movie called “Three Idiots”. This movie tells the same principle. If a
person feels, his son should become a doctor or an engineer, and the
son is interested in other things, the son should be allowed to do what
he wants. Sometimes a person becomes a doctor but prefers acting to
be a doctor, and becomes a good actor. A person becomes an engineer,
but prefers photography. We see many such examples in the society.
Everyone should get the education, as per their choice. But today, there
is a competition for the admission in the fields, minting money. As a
result, many Colleges of Computer Science and Management Science
are established. Many Computer and Management degree holders
coming out of the colleges are jobless. This attitude of taking only
degtrees doesn’t help.

Today the subject of treservation in education is talked about
a lot. To create confusion and noise on the point of reservation
has become common. For the development of the society, the
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foundation of equality is required. Everyone in the society should
get equal opportunity and justice. According to me, the poor,
neglected, deserted sections of the society should be supported at the
school level to make them capable. Their needs should be fulfilled.
They should be made capable. Then, through the medium of
reservation, they should be given admission for higher education
as per their ability. It may be advantageous to all. It is easily possible.
But in reality, the reservation is given on different factors. Creating
eligibility by increasing capability is ignored. This spreads discrimination
in our society.

The other fact is that of donation. There is commercialization of the
education on a large scale through donation. If student gets admission
for a particular course by giving donation, irrespective of educational
qualification, then it is injustice to the student having merit and
qualification. The rich easily gives money and the poor takes loan
for donation. Money has become a means to get education. Let us
think, ‘whether this is good?” Because when an average student gives
donation for getting a degree, then the attitude is to earn money through
degree. One says, ‘My father has spent 25 lakh rupees for my medical
education, why should not I get it back?” In the process of earning
extra money, this person misguides the patient to do unnecessary
tests, hospitalisation and increases the unwanted expenditure on the
treatment. Lastly the patient on being fit thanks the doctor, unaware of
the fact that the doctor has taken extra money.

One advocate charges Rs. 100 for some legal work and the other lawyer
asks for Rs. 1 lakh for the same work. What is the difference in their
work? The tendency of looting people on the basis of competence is
increasing. We call it a ‘white collar crime.” It is against the principles
of education. It is said in the Bbhagrad Geeta that the knowledgeable
persons should not misguide the ignorant people. Suppose person is
seriously ill, the doctor must tell about the seriousness of the illness to
the patient or his relatives. But if a patient is not ill, yet telling him, that
his illness is serious is deceiving the patient. Patients and his relatives
trust the doctor. It is doctor’s responsibility not to breach the trust.
Deceiving the patient is breaching their trust. The responsibility of
taking the people safely to the other shore lies with the boatman. Who
will save the people, if the boatman is trying to sink the boat in water?
The society should be benefited from our knowledge. If it is not so,
then it is a disgrace to the knowledge.
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Knowledge is ever increasing. Similarly we should also add more to
our knowledge base, to be up to date. This needs training. But the
percentage of people, who update their knowledge, after taking
a degree, is very low. People are neutral regarding training. Due to
specialized training a person becomes up to date; gets the information
about new researches, changes in the field and the service improves.
Therefore such training programmes ate arranged but the employees
are not interested in it. They ignore it. This is a tragedy. The training
should be effective, otherwise same thing will be repeated again and
again and the society will not develop in a real sense.

It is necessary to felicitate the praise worthy people, as the educational
level of the society goes up. Due to this the successful people get
fame and ate encouraged. But the unsuccessful people also should be
encouraged, based on their attempts. Many great personalities were
unsuccessful in their lives, at the beginning but with many attempts,
they could overcome their failures and became successful. It is the duty
of the society to share such examples and encourage the failing people.

We have made the life of the students too busy. In the morning,
a student somehow manages to sit in a school-rickshaw, van or bus
with a heavy burden of the school bag. Through pollution, tratfic jams
reaches school. The subjects are taught one after the other in 5-6 hours.
In the evening the student reaches home, losing the opportunity to have
learnt ten more subjects in the time, which is wasted in going to and
coming from the school. Besides this, the students has to join, tuitions,
exams of schools and boards, C.E.T. exam and others. Therefore
students think education is not for getting knowledge but is useful for
getting employment. The importance is given not to the knowledge,
but to the marks. Hence short cuts like notes, guides, expected question
sets and others have gained value. This is unfortunate.

Those people who really have a desire, to teach, should become
teachers. People prefer being teachers, because teaching is a safe, easy
and risk free job with a good payment. These people may not be able
to teach in reality. They may not prepare good students. There should
be a system to monitor this. In the past, the society was known for
the, ‘student—teacher’ relation. The teacher was respected due to the
students. Today this is not seen in any field. Today if a student becomes
famous, nobody mentions his school or teachers. Meaning either the
teachers are no more influential or the teachers are no more capable.
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A person should become knowledgeable. At the same time, the
different factors of the society should be made aware of their rights and
duties. Today different types of people work in the society. But there
is no system to train them about their rights and duties, for example,
the maid-servant in our house also needs the training about her
rights and duties. How much payment she should get? As per law,
what things should she fulfil? These are the few things, for which she
should get trained. It is necessary to avoid exploitation on both the
sides. A driver should know about the traffic rules. Driver should
be given training for the precautions while transporting the goods,
from safety point of view, for transporting inflammable goods
like petrol, gas, about the capacity of his vehicle. If goods, more than
the capacity are loaded in his vehicle, he should have the right to
say ‘no’ for transporting overloaded vehicle. This can happen only
through training.

There is one more aspect of education — the research. Education and
research should go hand in hand. Researchis necessary for development.
But it should be useful for the people and the society. For example,
‘if I do research on why a dog’s tail is not straight and why it can’t be
made straight’ and get a degree of Ph.D., all the money spent on the
research will go waste because such research is of no use to the society.
The money spent on the research is of the society; hence the society
should get the benefits. In short, research should be of some use.
The experts should control the selection of hypothesis, its progress
and avoid useless research. Unfortunately it is not happening.
Once I had an opportunity to be present at the presentation of
one Ph.D. student. The student was presenting the thesis before
submission, at that time only 2 or 4 persons were present and only
one person asked him a few questions. That student might have got
Ph.D., but I saw that the experts were not at all interested.

The research is useful only when it reaches the people. Otherwise the
research and its expenditure ate of no use. The digestive and nutritive
values of the fodder can be increased by processing fodder with urea.
This research got Ph.D. But in reality farmers don’t use this method.
It is the tragedy of this research. People don’t follow such researches
if such researches don’t reach them effectively. Therefore the money
spent is wasted. Many times, it so happens that the research of a kind
is going on and people’s needs are different. As a result, such research
is of no use.
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Research should be for the
welfare of the people. At
the same time, it should be
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After a certain period, educational syllabus is changed. Is it
researched as to how the syllabus should ber Do they seck
people’s opinions? Do they think on the opinions? In short,
if people’s opinions and needs are taken into consideration,
then the research is useful. It is necessary to think about research in
this way.

Lastly, the most important point in education is that of education
regarding morality. Today, after opening any book from schools
and colleges, we see nothing written about morality. Only morality
can take a society on right path. As Narendra Mabaraj says, Live and
let live’ or Sadgurn 1V amanrao Pai says, ‘the world should be happy,’
likewise the thought of well-being of the world should come through
education. If we behave propetly, follow the discipline of life and then
the society will be thinking morally, caring for all. The importance of
education will be understood. But unfortunately, there is no morality
in the system of education. Nobody follows the ethics of morality.
It is not decided as to, who will earn how much money. We see the
buildings, erected by the educational institutions by buying vast lands
at a low cost. They take heavy donations and construct these buildings.
The founders of these institutions make money by exploiting teachers,
professors and students. Unfortunately we have to say that these are
the factories of education.

I feel, there must be a syllabus for morality from the primary to the
highest level of education. Likewise courses on patriotism, ethics,
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positive things, good values should be included. Teaching our duties,
towards the society also should be taught. The thought of sacrifice,
welfare of the next generation should be taught. Dronacharya gave the
knowledge of Brambastra to his most beloved disciple Anjuna. Arjuna
knew about the destructive power of the missile. He was responsible
enough not to use it. But Dronacharya gave the same knowledge
with blind love and faith to Ashvathama his son. Ashvathama used
it thoughtlessly creating havoc, and eternal sufferings for him. It is
necessary to create morality in the society. The education should be
used for the welfare of the society, not to cause damage to the society
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